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S

pring is around the corner and Pepper
the Penguin is dismayed with the snow
and ice melting!

Greenstone Gold Mines’ management team
hopes everyone is staying safe during these unparalleled times of the COVID-19 global pandemic. As some of our community members are
However, he was immensely pleased to
aware, the Community Relations office has been
have an opportunity to skate with the children from
temporarily closed to the public since mid-March
Aroland First Nation before spring arrives.
but our Community and Indigenous Relations
GGM continues to focus on permit applications and team will continue to respond to inquiries via
receive approvals. So far this year GGM has subtelephone and email.
mitted water management permits along with appliRespecting the new normal of social distancing,
cations for construction of the Tailings ManageGGM staff are working from home and will
ment Facility and Goldfield Creek Diversion. GGM
continue to keep our stakeholders updated as the
received permit approvals for the aggregate pits
year progresses.
that are part of the TMF construction.
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GGM plans to provide bi-weekly updates that will be
sent out via GGM’s distribution network. If you
would like to be included on the distribution list,
please visit our website and fill out the “sign up for
updates" form:
https://www.greenstonegoldmines.com/contact

GGM is working with local health authorities to
support their efforts in fighting COVID-19. GGM is
also proudly supporting the ThunderBird Friendship
Centre to provide healthy food to families in
Greenstone during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our hats
off and appreciation to our heroic healthcare workers
and all frontline workers!
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Environmental Monitoring
Field Program

W

hile currently on hold due to COVID-19, GGM’s field work plans for 2020 may
include flow station monitoring, surface water and ground water sampling. With
the guidance of GGM, this fieldwork is completed by the Indigenous
Environmental Monitors. Here’s a brief explanation on how GGM collects data on water
quality.
There are currently 15 flow stations in the project area, that are regularly accessed for data
collection. Some stations contain leveloggers that continuously measure water temperature
and pressure
(used to
determine the
water level).
Some flow
station
locations are
manually
measured to
calculate total
flow within the
waterbody.
At regularly
scheduled
intervals,
surface water
monitoring is
conducted at
14 locations
around/or on
Kenogamisis
Lake. Samples
collected
record data
such as;
temperature,
pH, dissolved
oxygen and
conductivity.
Groundwater
samples are
collected from
12
groundwater
wells and sent
to the lab for
analysis.

Environmental Monitors taking
water samples
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Introducing our Community Development
Liaison
Rachel Wallis

W

e are pleased to
introduce Rachel
Wallis to the GGM team.
Rachel was hired as the
Community
Development Liaison and
has worked in the
environmental
regulatory field with a
focus on Indigenous
relations since 2007. In
her role, Rachel will
focus on building
meaningful relationships
with local indigenous
communities.

An Elder from Horse Lake teaching Rachel how to harvest
traditional medicine

In February, Rachel relocated from Calgary and in the past has worked on remote projects;
transmission lines, pipeline, oilsand facilities and infrastructure across Alberta and BC.
Rachel enjoys meeting
community members
while she walks her dogs
Rocco and Waylon. She’s
an avid gardener and
has a keen interest in
sustainable living such as
canning and preserving.
As a provincially licensed
beekeeper, Rachel looks
forward to sharing her
knowledge with others.
While in Greenstone,
Rachel greatly
anticipates learning how
to hunt and fish,
northern-style.

Our bee-charmer tending to her worker bees
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Community

ENGAGEMENT

G

reenstone Gold Mines aims
to provide support towards
education, health and
community development in the areas
we operate. So far this year, GGM has
supported the community in the
following endeavors.

Education, Health,
Community De velopment

In February GGM
donated jerseys to the
Longlac, Moosecalac
hockey tournament
where the proceeds
support Sick Children
and local Kids’ activities
in Greenstone.

GGM sponsors every
elementary school nutrition
program in the Greenstone
municipality contributing
to the daily breakfast
that gives students a
nutritious meal.
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GGM supports the excellent work of the Greenstone Snowmobile Club and is a sponsor of the team of
volunteers who either participate as a work crew, or committee member keeping our snowmobile trails
groomed and safe.
With 40 + years of snowmobiling in our area the Greenstone Snowmobile Club provides residents the pleasure
of enjoying the outdoors on a snowmobile!

GGM is proud to contribute to
the three local high schools
awarding $500 bursaries, to
students in the area of
environmental science,
engineering and business.
Congratulations Dulcee Smith
and good luck with your
studies in Mining Engineering
Technology at Cambrian
College!
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Ongoing Community Engagement wi t h l oc al
c om m uni ti es

I

n February, Pepper the Penguin
waddled his way to Nakina where
he spent the afternoon skating with
children and youth from Aroland
First Nation. Everyone enjoyed hot
dogs and piping hot chocolate after
skating and door prizes were drawn
for the skaters.

Above, Counsellor Louie Mendowegan joins the fun by greeting skaters.
Left, Cheryl Lesperance feeds a hungry penguin.
Below, The Thunderbird Friendship Centre getting essentials for food
hampers.
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G

GM had an
opportunity
to participate in
Ginoogaming First
Nations “Wellness
Week” held in
February. Sharing
circles, drum,
rattle and ribbon
skirt making were
part of the week’s
activities.

Cheryl’s rattle ready for
paint.

Rattles in
Indigenous
history are a vital
part of life and
culture often
referred to as
“shakers”.

Drum Making

Rachel and Elder, Jocelyn Dore making
a rattle and sharing a laugh

Shakers are used in spiritual ceremonies, to help clear minds during prayer and to keep the beat
during song. They are one of the most common instruments used during ceremonies, both spiritual
and otherwise. Most rattles are made from some type of animal shell, rawhide or leather with corn,
small rocks, beans or seeds placed inside to make the sound.
In the words of our Elders, Aho’, it’s a good rattle.

What is Tea Talk?
COMING
SOON

You’re going to have to
tune in to find out!
Don’t forget your tea cup!
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As spring approaches, it’s time for a refresher on
the prevention of attracting wildlife into the
neighborhoods where our children play. Geraldton
is a sportsman’s paradise, and understanding how
to cohabitate in bear country safely is important.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
OFFICE

Here are a few tips for us all to stay safe.

404 M AI N S TREE T
P. O. BOX 15 2 1
G ER AL DTO N, O NT ARI O
P 0T 1M 0
T: 807-854-1886 | F: 807-854-2279
E: cr@ggmines.com

www.greenstonegoldmines.com

The Community Relations office
serves as a key location for
community stakeholders to meet
with the Community Relations team,
receive updates and discuss issues
of interest on the project.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
please call or email and we will
promptly reply to your inquiry.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Rachel Wallis
Community Development Liaison

Cheryl Lesperance
Manager - Indigenous Relations

E: rachel.wallis@ggmines.com

E: cheryl.lesperance@ggmines.com
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