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Mining through Changes
By Jose De Barros
With every month that
goes by, the Hardrock project proposed by Greenstone
Gold
Mines
becomes an ever-approaching reality.
Any community would be
concerned when a major
industrial project comes to
town. What will it do for the
local economy? How will it
affect the lifestyles of the
residents of the area? For
some others, most importantly is the question of
whether the environment
will be changed in the
project area or the nearby
region.
When the last of the old
gold mines closed down in
1970, it was regarded as
the end of an era associating Geraldton to its origin
as a mining community.
The price of gold was at an
all-time low making the
mining process financially
exhausting, while the mining technology of its time
was not up to par to allow
for profound extraction. All
that remained were the
old tunnels which ran underground and tonnes of
tailings dumped near the
mining sites, as well as the
last mine shaft being left
intact to remind residents
and visitors of that
“golden” era.
This historic past has now
transitioned into a glittering future, once words got
out of the plan by Premier
Gold (now Greenstone
Gold Mines) to create an
open pit gold mine at the
site of the old mine tunnels

just south of town. Projecting hundreds of jobs in a
vast selection of fields, the
Hardrock project is expected to bring back former residents who were
forced to look elsewhere
for work after the collapse
of the forestry industy as
well as bring others from
other regions now doing
the same.
Many features which make
Geraldton famous will be
forever affected. There are
aspects that residents will
have to resign themselves
with to accommodate the
Hardrock gold mine project planned to be started
in 2019. Residents of the
Hardrock townsite have
begun the transition away
from there homes, and
have either moved closer
to town or have left Geraldton altogether.
Both the OPP station and
the Hydro One substation
south of town face uncertain
futures.
The
Kenogamisis Golf Club,
which expanded to having
a full 18-hole golf course
almost a decade ago, will
lose its newer holes to the
new route of Michael
Power Boulevard that will
also go though the Old
Arena Road.

Mine Shaft. For decades,
the mine shaft was a towering monument of Geraldton’s origins and history
as a gold mining community. But its location at the
intersection
of
TransCanada Highway #11
and Michael Power Boulevard puts it right in the middle of the prospective
open pit. The future of the
structure is yet to be determined, and is left as uncertain as the community
itself.
While some are concerned
about the fate of these
man-made structures and
scenic landmarks, others
are more worried about
more natural aspects of
the region. How will the air,
water, and land be affected by the gold mine
project which includes an
open pit mine and the infrastructure that will be
built be built by Greenstone Gold Mines? What
are the long-lasting effects
of such an undertaking be
an area of land already
scarred by decades of
mining activities from previous eras?

The Interpretive Centre,
opened to much fanfare
and attention due to its
unique architecture, will
need to be taken down
since its location is within
where the open pit of the
mine will be.

For the past few years, scientific experts have conducted baseline tests all
over the proposed project
site to determine the effects years of mining have
had on the area. They are
also seeing how their
soon-to-be-built instillations will shape the area in
the future, and how they
can reduce their impact on
the area.

For some, the biggest loss
will be the old Geraldton

A draft version of the project’s environment assess-

ment is being released to
the public by Greenstone
Gold Mines. The EA is the
mining company’s explanation as to how they plan
to deal with the environmental impact of the mining project. Greenstone
Gold Mines hopes to answer all the questions
brought up by the public
on their environmental impact in the area. These
questions include the
rerouting of creeks to accommodate the new facilities being built such as the
tailings building and the
mill, as well as what will be
done with the historic tailings left over from previous
mining companies and the
new tailings to be created
by the Hardrock project.
Other questions such as
the positioning of these facilities close to Kenogamisis Lake, the placing of
waste rock after it has
been removed from the
different process involved
in the mining, the use of
water at the facilities and
where it will come from,
and the kind of fuels that
vehicles will use at the site.
These changes are coming
to Geraldton and the
Greenstone region. It is
what is being done during
the construction phase
that
will
determine

whether the Hardrock project will have positive lasting effects inside and
outside the project site.
With the nation’s highway
traffic driving past the future mine site on a daily
basis, it is integral that
Greenstone Gold Mines
gets its final draft of the environmental assessment
right.
Over the near future, more
will be known about
where the Hardrock project will go in an economic
as well as environmental
sense. The transformation
will be greeted enthusiastically by many, while encountered by others with
scornful suspicion. It will attract people to the Grenstone region who would
never have predicted to
have arrived here to work,
while it will lead others to
look elsewhere to carry on
with their lives. An exciting
time of change and opportunity awaits the region
over the next decade, as
long as the eagerness of
its participants is sustained.
Out of the underground
tunnels of dark uncertainty
comes the illuminating future at its exit, but what
awaits Geraldton and
Greenstone at this destination can only be golden.

$3,000 Fine and
Suspension for
Unlawful Moose Hunt
March 17, 2016
A Mississauga man has been fined and given a one-year
hunting suspension for an unlawful moose hunt.
Frank Milenkovic pleaded guilty to hunting bull moose
without a licence and was fined $3,000. He also cannot
hunt for one year.
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Court heard that on October 12, 2015, conservation officers conducted a moose decoy operation in the Graham Road area of Thunder Bay, to help address party
hunting violations and public complaints of unsafe hunting from roadways. Milenkovic observed the bull moose
decoy from his vehicle, exited the vehicle and fired twice.
Officers determined that he did not possess the appropriate licence to hunt bull moose, and was more than
25 kilometres from the member of his hunting party who
held a bull moose tag for the wildlife management unit
in which he was hunting in.
Justice of the Peace Bruce Leaman heard the case in the
Ontario Court of Justice, Thunder Bay, on March 2, 2016.
For further information on hunting regulations, please
consult the Ontario Hunting Regulations Summary available at ontario.ca/hunting.
To report a natural resources violation, call the MNRF TIPS
line at 1-877-847-7667 toll-free any time or contact your
local ministry office during regular business hours. You
can also call Crime Stoppers anonymously at 1-800222-TIPS (8477).
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