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Chief Veronica Waboose and Noreen Agnew of LL58 accept a donation from Cheryl Lesperance (GGM)

Long Lake #58 Protectors
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LET US KNOW
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Weather Forecast

WEDNESDAY
MAINLY SUNNY
HIGH: -6°C
LOW: -12°C

THURSDAY

A FEW FLURRIES
HIGH: -5°C
LOW: -14°C

FRIDAY

A MIX OF SUN
AND CLOUDS

Long Lake #58 First Nation, Greenstone Gold
Mines and Patty Hajdu,
Minister of Employment,
Workforce Development
and Labour came together
on March 14, 2018 to honour and thank the 58
Protectors, a group of dedicated Long Lake #58 First
Nation volunteers who are
making it their mission to
make their community a
safer place to live and improve the overall quality of
life for all community
members.
The 58 Protectors was
formed in 2017 because
of tragedies affecting Long
Lakes young people within
the community. During
community discussion, the
consensus was something
had to be done. A group
of strong members came

together to form the 58
Protectors and their mandate is simple; they are
protecting their kids and
keeping their community
safe.
Tackling the issues head
on, the newly-formed
group set out to enforce a
curfew previously set up by
Chief and Council and
community parents. Other
serious issues identified related to addictions so in
the spirit of proactivity, potential drug houses are
identified and watched.
This information is logged
and provided to the Ontario Provincial Police.
Community Comprehensive Planner, Noreen
Agnew stresses their efforts
are done out of love and
respect and they are not
only sending a strong

message to dealers, they
are sending a strong message to their children. Patrolling takes place from
Thursday through Saturday
during the evening until
midnight if required. The
community culture center
remains open manned by
a volunteer dispatch member ready to provide a
snack, drink or offer a listening ear to community
youth. By all accounts, the
group is making a difference.
At the celebration Greenstone Gold Mines representatives
lent
their
support and encouragement to the community-driven program. A gift of
gratitude was presented to
each volunteer and a donation was presented to
Chief Veronica Waboose

and Noreen Agnew to go
towards radios to aid in
group communication.
Special guest, the Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister
of
Employment,
Workforce Development
and Labour provided inspirational support and encouragement
to
the
volunteers and community
while the gathering shared
a delicious meal of soup
and bannock. Patty encouraged the group to
continue their efforts and
offered her support.
Long Lake #58 First Nation is a strong, progressive
community made up of
strong, resilient people.
The 58 Protectors are resolved to safeguard their
community and way of life
for a better tomorrow.

HIGH: -8°C
LOW: -15°C

SATURDAY

MAINLY SUNNY
HIGH: -6°C
LOW: -14°C

SUNDAY

SUNNY

HIGH: -2°C
LOW: -9°C

MONDAY

SCATTERED
FLURRIES
HIGH: 0°C
LOW: -8°C

TUESDAY

A MIX OF SUN
AND CLOUDS
HIGH: 1°C
LOW: -6°C

FORECAST DATA GATHERED FROM
WWW.THEWEATHERNETWORK.CA

The 58 Protectors, LL58 Chief & Council, the Honourable Patty Hajdu and GGM representatives

BEARDMORE • CARAMAT • GERALDTON • JELLICOE • LONGLAC • NAKINA

Sports/B1

SIJHL preview

Parents punishing kids online

Healthstyle/B5

Sloan to perform Wednesday

Front Row/B6

N

W

E
S

T

H

E

N

E

W

S

tuesday, april 3, 2018

Postal
outlets
could act
as bank

P

A

P

E

R

O

F

T

H

E

N

www.chroniclejournal.coM

O

R

T

H

W

E

S

T

Thunder Bay, Ontario $1.25

Drug users given big warning
Cocaine users bear symptoms consistent with opioid overdoses
BY JODI LUNDMARK
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL
Paramedics have cautioned the public after responding to what appear to be opioid overdoses in
patients who have taken cocaine.

The Superior North Association of Professional Paramedics posted a warning on its social media page on Saturday stating paramedics had responded to multiple reports of patients having
adverse reactions to cocaine use.
They had responded to three calls in three

straight days for patients who thought they were
taking cocaine or crack cocaine and then presented symptoms of opioid overdoses, said the paramedics association president Ryan Ross.
• Continued on page A3

BY CARL CLUTCHEY
NORTH SHORE BUREAU
Northern towns with reduced
banking options, or those with no
bank outlet at all, would benefit from
a plan to offer regular financial services at local Canada Post outlets,
says the federal NDP.
“Now is the opportune time for
Canada Post to explore alternative
revenue streams such as postal
banking,” NDP MP Carol Hughes
(Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing)
said last week in a news release.
Though the idea of offering banking services at Canada Post outlets
has been kicked around before, the
NDP says it’s worth reviving as
postal outlets in countries like
France, Italy and Japan continue to
be an effective alternative to mainstream banks.
The revival is being spearheaded
by London, Ont. NDP MPP Irene
Mathyssen, who has presented a motion for it to be reviewed by a House
of Commons committee.
In
Northwestern
Ontario,
Dubreuivile has no banking outlet.
Nearby Marathon will be reduced to
one from three banking outlets by
the end of this summer, after a TD
Bank outlet closes its doors.
According to the NDP, a federal
postal banking system would be administered under Canada Post, although it’s not clear what kind of
services would be offered. Currently,
a customer at a Canadian postal outlet can purchase a money order.
The NDP claims that “postal
banking is sustainable, profitable
and equitable,” and would provide a
new revenue source for the struggling Crown agency as the use of socalled snail mail continues to decline.
• Continued on page A2
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SUPPLIED BY GREENSTONE GOLD MINES

Group gives protection, safety to community
The 58 Protectors, Long Lake No. 58 First Nation
chief and council, MP Patty Hajdu and Greenstone
Gold Mines representatives gather to honour the 58
Protectors, a group in the reserve that was formed
to protect kids and keep the community safe. Pa-

trolling takes place from Thursday through Saturday during the evening until midnight if
required.The group appears to be making a difference. See the Your Story on page A5.
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News written by our readers
on Northwestern Ontario events.
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Urban garden gears up to expand
BY JODI LUNDMARK
THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL
One year ago, the Lillie Street Urban Garden
was in its planning stages and now, despite some
initial criticism to the project, there are only
plans for the community garden to continue growing.
The greenspace outside of the Lakehead Adult
Education Centre on Lillie Street was given to
Roots to Harvest by Lakehead Public Schools last
winter to create an urban agricultural education
site in the city.
All that was on the land previously was sod.
“We had a great first year,” said Erin Beagle,
Roots to Harvest executive director.
This time last year, Beagle said they were starting to draw plans for the garden, including to meet
with neighbours and get the word out about the
project.
The first year included growing food in three of
the nine blocks tilled in the space, the construction of an all-season greenhouse and a walk-in
cooler and storage unit.
“Now a year later, we can talk about expansion,” said Beagle. “How do we make this better?
How do we get more food from it? How do we involve more community and how do we reach more
students?”
On tap for this year is expanding the vegetable
growing spaces, introducing honey bees and
bringing in an apiary, constructing an outdoor
classroom and creating a cut-flower garden and
planting a strawberry crop.
The greenhouse is expected to be fully operational this year and Beagle said they will look at
how they can use it to extend the growing season
and how they can share what they learn with other regional communities, particularly through

THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL/JODI LUNDMARK

Lakehead Public Schools’ education officer Leslie Hynnes and Roots to Harvest executive
director Erin Beagle stand in front of the snow-covered Lillie Street Urban Garden.
their partnership with Nishnawbe Aski Nation.
Despite a small protest last spring at the garden
site, Beagle said they haven’t heard any negative
feedback in the last year.
“Contrary to that, we’ve heard a lot of positive
feedback,” she said. “We’ve had people come to
our markets and tell us they weren’t sure what to
expect, they didn’t really like the idea, that they

had signed the petition but this was something
they really enjoyed. They didn’t know it would be
like this.”
Some of those individuals have even joined the
community garden, planting crops and interacting with the space.
• Continued on page A5
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Efforts done out of
love, respect for people
Long Lake No. 58 First Nation, Greenstone message to their children.
Patrolling takes place from Thursday
Gold Mines and MP Patty Hajdu, minister of
Employment, Workforce Development and through Saturday during the evening until
Labour, came together on March 14 to honour midnight if required. The community culture
and thank the 58 Protectors, a group of dedi- centre remains open, manned by a volunteer
cated Long Lake No. 58 First Nation volun- dispatch member ready to provide a snack,
teers who are making it their mission to make drink or offer a listening ear to community
their community a safer place to live and im- youth.
By all accounts, the
prove the overall quality of
group is making a differlife for all community
ence.
members.
At
the
celebration,
The 58 Protectors was
Greenstone Gold Mines repformed in 2017 because of
resentatives lent their suptragedies affecting Long News written by our readers
on Northwestern Ontario events.
port and encouragement to
Lake’s young people.
the community-driven proDuring community dis- YOUR.CHRONICLEJOURNAL.COM
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cussion, the consensus was
something had to be done.
A group of strong members came together
to form the 58 Protectors and their mandate is
simple — they are protecting their kids and
keeping their community safe.
Tackling the issues head on, the newlyformed group set out to enforce a curfew previously set up by chief and council and community parents.
Other serious issues identified are related
to addictions, so in the spirit of proactivity,
potential drug houses are identified and
watched.
This information is logged and provided to
the Ontario Provincial Police. Community
comprehensive planner, Noreen Agnew,
stresses their efforts are done out of love and
respect and they are not only sending a strong
message to dealers, they are sending a strong

gram. A gift of gratitude
was presented to each volunteer and a donation was presented to Chief Veronica Waboose and Noreen Agnew to go towards radios
to aid in group communication.
Special guest, MP Patty Hajdu, minister of
Employment, Workforce Development and
Labour, provided inspirational support and
encouragement to the volunteers and community while the gathering shared a delicious
meal of soup and bannock.
Hajdu encouraged the group to continue
their efforts and offered her support. Long
Lake No. 58 First Nation is a strong, progressive community made up of strong, resilient
people. The 58 Protectors are resolved to safeguard their community and way of life for a
better tomorrow.
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Brewing up some Easter excitement
Top photo: Cousins Liam Crago,
left, and Mason Crago, right, hunt
for Easter eggs among the beer
vats at the Sleeping Giant Brewing
Company on Sunday. Mason’s
mom, Marie Crago, said there
were five adults and nine kids in
their group taking part in the family event, “that’s fun for adults
too.” The Easter gathering attracted around 150 kids for two sessions during the day that included
crafts and the chance to hold real
bunnies.
Bottom photo: Ryder Hansen holds
a Lion Head Rabbit from Ashley’s
Little Rabbitry at the Easter event.

SUPPLIED BY GREENSTONE GOLD MINES

Chief Veronica Waboose and Noreen Agnew of Long Lake No. 58 First Nation accept a
donation from Cheryl Lesperance of Greenstone Gold Mines.

Urban gardens help to address social isolation
• Continued from page A1
Beagle said there has been no vandalism
throughout the year and that people really
care for the space.
“When we come here on the hours that
we’re not officially working, there are people
walking their dogs, drinking their coffee, having picnics here with their kids,” she said. “It’s
become really interactive.”
The purpose of a large urban garden like
the one on Lillie Street is about addressing social isolation, said Beagle, adding Roots to Har-

vest will look at how to include and connect
people in meaningful ways.
That then becomes a backdrop for employment, education and outreach.
“For Roots to Harvest, these spaces are
about people,” said Beagle.
The benefits have also been felt throughout
the school board.
“It’s been a magnificent success I’d have to
say,” said Leslie Hynnes, education officer
with Lakehead Public Schools. “Not only is
there work being done on the land, it has also
drawn the community in.”
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Bus Tours
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Hinckley Casino
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Hot Destinations

Outlet Shopping Trip

Direct Flights to Cuba - Tuesdays
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Owned
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The garden offers learning plots to city
schools and the produce grown on site is used
in the board’s high schools and in nutrition
and cooking classes at the Lakehead Adult Education Centre.
There are also employment opportunities
for students and a chance for them to earn

school credits working at the garden.
Roots to Harvest is also renting small plots
of land for anyone interested in growing their
own food at the Lillie Street garden.
Email info@rootstoharvest.org for more information.

